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VICE-CHAIR SIMS: This neeting of the
Senate Redistricting Conmttee is called to
order. W have a letter from Republican Leader
McConchi e appoi nting Senator Sally Turner to
tenporarily replace Leader McConchie on the
Redi stricting Committee for today's hearing.

Clerk, please call the roll.

THE CLERK: Senator Sally Turner.

SENATOR TURNER:  Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Pl ummer.

SENATOR PLUMMER: Here.

THE CLERK: Senator MO ure.

SENATOR McCLURE: Present.

THE CLERK: Spokesperson Bari ckman.

Senat or Mur phy.

SENATOR MURPHY: Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Jones.

SENATOR JONES: Here.

THE CLERK: Senator Hunter.

SENATOR HUNTER:  Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Cunni ngham

Senat or Castro.

SENATOR CASTRO  Here.

THE CLERK: Senat or Bennett.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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SENATOR BENNETT: Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair Sins.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Present.

THE CLERK: And Senat or Aqui no.

Vice-Chair, we have a quorum

VICE-CHAIR SIMs: There being a quorum
present, the followng entities are seeking
| eave to photograph or video today's
proceedi ngs: BlueRoonStream is there | eave?

Leave being granted.
Senat or Bennett for a notion.

SENATOR BENNETT: Sorry. | didn't have
the m crophone. Thank you, M. Chair. | would
nove that the proceedi ngs today be recorded and
transcribed by a court reporter for future
revi ew.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Senator
Bennett. Senator Bennett noves to allow a court
reporter to transcribe today's hearing.

|s there | eave?

Leave being granted, the court
reporter wll be allowed to transcribe today's
heari ng.

Today's hearing wll focus on the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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2020 census, the redistricting of Illinois

congressional districts and the redistricting of
judicial subcircuits in Cook County, but before
we start, |let ne wel cone everyone here to the
17th district.

It is my honor to represent the
17th district and to wel cone you here to Chicago
State University. | thank President Z Scott and
the team here at Chicago State for their
hospitality in welcomng us here to one of the
finest public institutions here in the State of
[11inois.

Unfortunately, one of the
technical difficulties we're having was staff
was -- prepared a presentation that we were
going to present, but we could not get the
presentation to work on census nunbers relating
to the congressional districts and the Cook
County subcircuits, but that presentation wll
be posted later today on the Redistricting
Commttee's website, which is ww. il ga. gov.
Again, that website is ww. il ga. gov.

W will now nove to the foll ow ng

W t nesses who are here present. W have Cannon

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Lanbert, president of the Chicago Cook County

Bar Association, and Abigail Nichols on behalf
of the League of Wnen Voters.

M. Cannon, please cone forward
and provide your testinony to the commttee.
Put the headphones in. Please proceed,

M. President.

MR. LAMBERT: Thank you so nmuch for giving
nme the opportunity to address you today. As the
presi dent of the ol dest association of bl ack
attorneys and judges in this country, | greet
you, and | rise in support of a fair, equitable
and inclusive subcircuit. On behalf of the Cook
County Bar Association, | thank you very much
for your audience.

Si nce 1914, the organization that
| represent has trained its energy on inproving
the station of people subjected to structural
di scri mnation and those who have traditionally
been carved out of the political process.

That's why |I'm addressi ng you today. [|'m
extrenely excited about the prospect of a new
map being drawn and comrend you for you taking

up this responsibility.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Currently, the 1st, 2nd and 5th

circuits are all drawn to appropriately ensure
that the residents therein are able to interface
with a judiciary famliar wth those

nei ghbor hoods. Litigants are net by judges who
they can relate to, thereby increasing their
sense that they're getting a fair shake.

The judiciary and any judiciary
that mrrors the coomunity that it judges is
vital to public confidence in the judicial
systemas a whole, and that's why it's so
i nportant that your redrawing efforts in the 7th
circuit wwth nmenbers of the near west suburbs of
Cook County.

Additionally, the growi ng African
Ameri can popul ati on of the southern suburbs of
Cook County warrants your considered attention.
Currently there are approxi mtely 249 full
circuit judges in Cook County. Only 58 of them
are African American. The map that you redraw
needs to be sensitive in its understandi ng and
managenent of these nunbers.

Consi dering the nunber of African

Arerican litigants in Cook County, in all walks

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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of the legal |andscape, increasing the nunber of

African American judges in this county wl|l
serve to buoy the community's faith in the
judicial system

Though, it's pretty obvious, our
voi ces anyway, it is critically inportant that
the map to be redrawn protect the voices of
those that the subcircuits were designed to
safeguard in the first place. M bar
association is calling on you to ensure that you
protect and, in fact, proliferate the diversity
of the court.

The subcircuits have hel ped to
make space for wonen, Asians, Latin and Lati nx,
African Americans and even Republican judici al
candi dates, and when you redraw the subcircuit
map, you shoul d understand that you have the
opportunity to address the historical deficits
that have clearly nmade it necessary for repair.

Too many peopl e have been | ocked
out of the judiciary, and you have the chance to
elimnate sonme of the antiquated barriers that
have historically blocked quality African

American judicial candidates fromtaking the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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bench.

The social and political and
noral atnosphere that we now reside in calls for
better, and you are in the position to deliver.

I ook forward to you doing so, and | thank you
for your tinme today.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you,
M. President. | would rem nd nenbers of the
commttee to use the raise your hand function to
ask questi ons.

Senator McClure for a question.

SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
I want to turn ny canera on. | apol ogize for
t he del ay.

Thank you very nmuch for your
I nportant testinony, sir. So when these new
maps are released for these judicial districts,
woul d two weeks be enough tinme for you to be
able to review the map and then allow for you to

anal yze it and then provi de feedback?

MR. LAMBERT: | would ask for nore tine
because of the dynamcs -- nore tinme because of
the dynamcs of what is at stake. |It's

I nportant that as many voices that can be be

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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included in this process, and two weeks is a

difficult thing to see -- at least fromny
perspective, to see how you could fully
acconplish that objective.

SENATOR McCLURE: How much -- in a perfect
wor | d, how nmuch tinme would you like to have to
revi ew?

MR. LAMBERT: You know, it's one of those
things where I"mreluctant in sone sense to
speak on behalf of other organizations. | know
my organi zation is critically interested in
this, and I would think 60 to 90 days is a
reasonabl e wi ndow.

SENATOR MCLURE: | don't think that's
unreasonabl e particularly as you tal ked about
how i nportant this is, and you know, if it's not
done correctly, it could have terrible
ram fications that are going to |last for nany,
many, many years.

MR. LAMBERT: That's correct. And we know
how signi ficant the subcircuits have been. W
know t hat when they were initially created in
'89, '90, '91, we know where we stood relative

to wonen and Latin, Latinx and African Anerican

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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judicial candidates in the independent
judiciary. So we know that the subcircuits are
working to a degree. W just need to nake sure
that they continue to work and that we take
advant age of the opportunity to bol ster the
support of the community at |arge.

SENATOR McCLURE: Wl |, thank you very
much for your testinony, and | think that's a
very reasonabl e request, and | think that would
be appropriate. Thank you.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS: Thank you, Senator.

O her questions? | see none.
Thank you, M. President, for

your testinony.

MR. LAMBERT: Thank you so mnuch.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: W appreciate you bei ng
here today and for your advocacy on behal f of
t he Cook County Bar Association and the
conmunities you represent.

MR. LAMBERT: Thank you all.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Next we have Abigai
Ni chol s on behalf of the League of Wnen Voters.

M5. NNCHOLS: Do | just start tal king?

VI CE-CHAIR SI MS:  Yes.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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MS. NICHOLS: Good afternoon, Senator Sins

and nenbers of the Senate Redistricting
Commttee. Thank you for holding this hearing
today. M nane is Abigail N chols. | ama
nmenber of the League of Whnen Voters of Chicago,
and as such, I'malso a nenber of the League of
Wnen Voters of Illinois. | amauthorized by
state president, Allyson Haut, to speak today on
behal f of the League of Wnen Voters of
[111nois.

Founded in 1920, the League of
Wnen Voters of Illinois is a nmenber-driven
organi zation with 42 chapters and nore than
3,500 nenbers all around Illinois. Since the
1990s, we have advocated reforns to the state
redistricting process. Qur recent efforts have
focused on an amendnment to the Illinois
Constitution to provide for nore transparent map
drawi ng process and comunity i nput through the
use of i ndependent state redistricting
comm Ssi ons.

The League of Wonen Voters of
I1linois has closely nonitored the process that

the Illinois |egislature has been using for the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N NN NN P B PR R R R R R
A W N PP O O 0O N O O B W NN » O

10/ 12/ 2021

Page 13
drawi ng of the state house and senate district
maps this spring and summer. |'mafraid we find
this process lacking. It fails to ensure equity

and transparency.

For exanple, final bills with
actual data defining the maps were introduced
| ess than 24 hours before the Illinois General
Assenbly took votes and approved maps. This
process did not allow an opportunity for the
public to study the maps or weigh in after the
final proposals were released, nor did this
process provide any response to the public by
the Illinois General Assenbly such as expl aining
their decisions or maki ng needed adjustnents to
t he maps based on public input.

No witten evidence was provided
to show that the final |egislative maps provide
equity by neeting the standards of the Federal
Voting Rights Act and the Illinois Voting Rights
Act, standards which require effective
representation of racial and |inguistic
mnorities.

Now it appears that the process

for adopting maps for the U S. congressiona

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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district maps is follow ng the sane pattern.

There's no transparency and no assurance that
the public will be able to have neani ngful input
prior to votes approving the congressiona
district maps by the Illinois Assenbly.

[I1linois nmust adopt a
redistricting process that is nore accessi bl e,
equi tabl e and transparent, accountable to the
people. Responsibility for redistricting should
be vested in an independent special conmm ssion.
The League of Whnen Voters of Illinois supports
redi stricting processes and enforceabl e
standards that pronote fair and effective
representation at all levels of governnment with
maxi mum opportunity for public participation.

Thank you for the opportunity for
the League of Wonen Voters of Illinois to
express its views on this process.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, Ms. Nichols.

Questions from nenbers of the
commttee?

Senat or McC ure.

SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Ma' am thank you very nuch for

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N NN NN P B PR R R R R R
A W N PP O O 0O N O O B W NN » O

10/ 12/ 2021

Page 15
your inportant testinony today. How nuch tine

woul d you need between when a map is actually
unveil ed by the conmttee and when you need a
chance to review it -- how nuch tinme would you
need to review any map fromthis committee
before we actually vote on the nmap on the fl oor
of the senate?

M5. NICHOLS: |'mrespondi ng now
personal |y because |'mnot directed on this
subject, but I've been follow ng the Chicago
Advi sory Redistricting Conm ssion and how
t hey' ve been operating, and they issued a map
for the wards of Chicago and had four weeks for
two different rounds of public input, so | |ike
t hat nodel personally.

SENATOR McCLURE: Yeah. | nean, that
certainly would be enough -- at |east enough
time. The previous wtness asked for 60 to 90
days. | think four weeks is reasonable. |
think 60 to 90 days is reasonable as well
considering we've had this census data for quite
some tinme now.

So is there anything -- so you

were involved a little bit in the process of the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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| ast two maps that were brought before the

Redi stricting Commttee. Do you have any sense
that things are going to be different this
go-round?

M5. NICHOLS: No. That was our testinony,
that we don't have a schedule or criteria. That
was | hope what | wanted to convey in ny
testi nony, Senator MC ure.

SENATOR McCLURE: And do you -- are you
tol d because we have yet to be told as to who is
drawi ng these maps -- do you have any indication
as to who is drawi ng these maps and whet her or
not any of these conmttee hearings are being
listened to by these nysterious people that are
drawi ng t hese nmaps?

M5. NICHOLS: | think, perhaps, that's a
rhetorical question, sir.

SENATOR McCLURE: | think it is. Thank
you very much for your inportant testinony
t oday.

M5. NI CHOLS: Thank you.

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you, Senator
McCl ure.

Seeing no further hands,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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Ms. Nichols, thank you so nuch for your

testi nony.
|"msorry. | apologize. | see a
guestion from Senator Pl umrer.
SENATOR PLUMMER:  No, | hit the wong
button. Sorry about that, Senator Simns.
VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Ckay. No problem
Thank you, Ms. Nichols, for your
i nportant testinmony. W really appreciate you
bei ng here today.
M5. NICHOLS: dad to be here.
VI CE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you.
| also see -- so other w tnesses
seeking to testify, | see Frank Cal abrese
seeking to testify. Frank, are you with us? Onh
there he is.
MR. CALABRESE.: Yes. Thank you so much,
Senat or Si ns.
My boss, Chairman, Al dernman
Villegas, is very interested in the 2nd
congressional district fromlllinois, and | nade
a small presentation on that if | may share ny
screen.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Do we have the ability

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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for M. Cal abrese to share a screen?

(I'naudi bl e)
UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Yes, he should be able
to share his screen.
VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Al right. Go ahead,
M. Cal abrese.
MR. CALABRESE: AlIl right. That's great.
Al right. So this is just a
brief overviewon if the commttee wanted to
create two congressional districts in Illinois
that woul d be considered Latino. There we go.
So brief overview, Illinois has a
greater Latino population than Arizona and is
only surpassed by the four |argest states,
California, Texas, Florida and New York.
Illinois has over 2.3 mllion Latinos, which is
18 percent of the popul ation, and Latinos are
the largest mnority group in Illinois.
As you are probably all aware,
I1linois currently has one congressi ona
district, the 4th, which is the majority Lati no,
and it is -- but it's 70 percent Latino
districting, and it enconpasses the northwest

and sout hwest Latino popul ati ons of Chicago as

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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wel | as sone surroundi ng Latino suburbs Iike

Cicero. And that's been the governing

phil osophy in Illinois for a few decades is that
there needs to be one overwhelmngly Latino

di strict.

New York has a different
phi | osophy. New York only has one Latino
majority district, but they have three plurality
Latino districts in or around New York Cty, and
they elect three Latino Congress people from
those three plurality districts as well.

This -- these are the census
tracts of northeast Illinois. | colored them--
| colored Latinos orange, so you can see where
Lati nos are. Latinos are on the southwest side
of Chi cago, northwest side of Chicago, areas
i ke Aurora, Elgin and Waukegan.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: M. Cal abrese, |
don't -- we can't see that on your presentation.
MR. CALABRESE: OCh, you can't? |'msorry.
VICE-CHAIR SIMS: No, there you go. Thank
you.
MR. CALABRESE: You can see it now?
VI CE-CHAIR SI MS:  Yes.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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MR. CALABRESE: Ckay. |I'Ill sl ow down.

Sonetinmes it takes awhile for the Zoomto catch
up.

So this is a census tract. These
are the census tracts of northeastern Illinois
col ored by dom nant denographics, and you can
see Latinos are in certain cities like Aurora
and Joliet, around O Hare, on the northwest side
of Chicago and the sout hwest side of Chicago.

Zoomng in -- and | included
congressi onal boundaries -- you can see that
Latinos are not effectively used especially on
t he sout hwest side of Chicago. On the sout hwest
side of Chicago, there are very large Latino
areas. The majority Latino tracts are in the
3rd congressional district.

The 3rd congressional district is
about a third Latino by population in areas
around M dway, and the sout hwest side of Chicago
are not in the Latino 4th congressi onal
district, but they're in the 3rd congressiona
district, which is not a Latino district.

And on the northwest side, you

see the 4th congressional district includes the

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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city parks of Hunbol dt Park and Bel nont Cragin,

but it does not include the western Latino
suburbs around O Hare, such as Franklin Park,
Des Pl ai nes and Bensenvill e.

And this is zooming in on the
sout hwest side of Chicago. You can see that the
Latino areas effectively split. The white |ine
is the congressional line, and that the 4th
congressional district could pick up many nore
Latinos in the Mdway area.

And zooming in to the northwest
side of Chicago, you can see that the 4th
congressional district is only --

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: M. Cal abrese, could you
hol d on one second?

MR. CALABRESE: Oh, sure.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: [It's not -- yeah, it's
not zoomng for ne. There it is.

MR. CALABRESE: Ckay. Sorry about that.
And | enmailed this presentation as well.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  As |long as you have sent
this, we'll nmake sure that it's part of the
record, and it will be posted on our -- on the

website for us, so it is part of the record.

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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MR. CALABRESE: Thank you so nuch,

Senat or .
VI CE-CHAIR SIMs:  Thank you.
MR. CALABRESE: And you see on the

nort hwest side of Chicago, the 4th congressi ona
district, which, again, the white lines are the
district lines -- the 4th congressional district
i ncl udes sone Chi cago nei ghbor hoods, but it does
not include Latino areas that are around O Hare
and al so Addi son Townshi p, which is a Latino
township in DuPage County, which is the township
of DuPage which borders O Hare Airport. So you
can see that there is sone roomto create a
Latino district exclusively on the north side,
on the south side.

And this is just a concept nap.
| assune this wll take a second to appear on
your screen, but | amnoving to a concept map
whi ch i ncludes zero deviation of both districts,
of a north side Latino district and a south side
Latino district.

The south side Latino district
woul d be 67 percent Latino, which is essentially

the sane percentage of the current 4th

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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congressional district, and the north side

Latino district would be 50 percent Latino.

Now, there is sone criticismwhen
people -- when | talk to people about this,
wel |, 50 percent Latino, that is not enough.
Well, other states, as | nentioned New York, New
York has three congressional districts that are
represented by Latinos with Latino plurality.
And | wll -- 1 can go to that in a second.

New Yor k has New York 12, 13 and
14, which are represented by Latinos which are
bel ow 50 percent. 12 is 38 percent Latino, 13
Is 49 percent Latino, and 14 is 47 percent
Latino. So you do not have to have a 60 or 65
percent Latino district to have a Latino
district, especially on the north side of
Chi cago, in ny opinion.

And by splitting these two
districts apart, the south end still naintains a
67 percent Latino percentage which is on par
with what it is currently now wth the 4th
district.

So this is just a brief overview

of what the commttee could do if you wanted to

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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nmake a second Latino congressional district.

Lati no popul ation of the State of Illinois is 18
percent, and nmaking an extra Latino district
woul d be on -- would be nore on par with
proportionality of what Latinos represent for
the State of Illinois.

And so that's it for ny brief
presentation. |f anyone has any questions, |
woul d gl adly answer them

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you, M.
Cal abrese, for your presentation.

Questions from nenbers. Seeing
none, | appreciate you for being here. | thank
you for providing your presentation for the
official record.

MR. CALABRESE: Thank you so nuch.
VI CE-CHAIR SIMS: Thank you,
M. Cal abrese.

Ot her participants seeking to
testify, public participants seeking to testify?
Seei ng none, questions from nenbers.

Senat or Pl umrer.

SENATOR PLUMVER:  Thank you, Senator Sins.

| guess a followup fromsone of the questions

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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that we had at the | ast hearing. Chairnman

Aqui no obvi ously was not able to make it today.
| know you're filling in for him so | guess
"Il direct the questions to you.
Has a congressional redistricting

map al ready been drawn?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator Plummer, there
IS not a congressional map that has been done.
As you know, this process is to -- I'd have to
find concerns and questions fromthe public so
that we can have a -- we can draw a map t hat
reflects the fairness and equity of our state.

SENATOR PLUMVER: So when you say we can
draw a map that represents the fairness and
equity of the state, who is the we in that?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: The we is the general
assenbly, Senator.

SENATOR PLUMMER: So do you know when a
vote wll take place on the map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: | do not, Senator.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Do you know when a map
will be available for the public to view?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, | wll say

this: | do not, but | would say that our
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friends on the other side of the aisle can

present and draw a map on the portal which is
avai l able to the public and nmake that avail abl e
for the general public as well.

SENATOR PLUMMER. Right. Thank you for
that. | think it's good for the public to hear
t hat .

| guess ny question was nore,
what ever nmap that we anticipate voting on at
sone point to be determned in the future, when
will that final map be available for the public
to review? Do you know that?

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Agai n, Senator Plunmer,
Il wll -- again, | don't know when that wll be,
but I would encourage ny friends on the other
side of the aisle, if they want to participate
in this process, to go onto our portal, which is
avai | abl e, which has been avail abl e and
participate -- and draw a map that the public
can see for their input in this process.

SENATOR PLUMVER: | appreciate that, but,
you know, as one of the |last w tnesses said
earlier today -- | thought this conment was very

generous to the commttee, but they said that
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they find the process | acking.

Qovi ously, we kind of have been
t hrough the dog and pony show here for a few
nonths, and | think it's a unani nous feeling of
the witnesses that have been testifying that
their input is generally disregarded. And
that's a shane because this should be a very
public process, so | appreciate that, but, you
know, | think that there's a | ot of people that
have di sengaged fromthe process because they
don't feel like their voice is being heard.

Can you share with us, Senator
Sins, who will be drawing the map that we wl|
see at sone point in the future? Wen will we
see that map? Who is drawi ng that map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator, | wll

stipulate that -- once again, | don't know who
is drawing the map, but | will stipulate that
the general assenbly will take up a map that
reflects the fairness -- reflects the equity and
transparency, that reflects the transparent
process, but | would also encourage ny friends
on the other side of the aisle, if they want to

participate in this process, to show a map that
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reflects their priorities, but up until this

point, we have yet to see a map fromour friends
on the other side of the aisle.

We have seen press conferences.
W have seen statenents of discontent, but we
have not seen participation in the process. W
can -- you can continue to sit on the sidelines
and criticize, or you can participate in the
process and hel p us govern, which ny friends on
the other side of the aisle to date have not
seened wlling to do.

SENATOR PLUMMER: | find it interesting
that you find reasonabl e questions seeking
transparency to be criticisns. They're not
criticisnms. I'mjust trying to better
under stand what's goi ng on, perhaps provide sone
sunlight on the process.

As far as press conferences and
all these things, | think you're not referring
to us Republicans. | think you're referring to
a lot of the non --

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: No, |I'm absolutely
referring to the Republicans, to our Republican

col | eagues.
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SENATOR PLUMVER: Wl 1, obviously, a | ot

of nonpartisan groups have been invol ved, but
you said there, in response to ny question about
who woul d be draw ng the map, you said that the
general assenbly will be taking up a nap, and
I''mnot sure exactly what taking up a nap neans
because ny question is specifically who is

drawi ng t he map.

And you said earlier the general
assenbly is. Well, I'ma nenber of the general
assenbly, and | assure you |I'mnot involved in
drawing a map. So could you please -- | nean,
as the vice chairman of the committee, could you
pl ease informthe public and informthe nedia
who is drawi ng the map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Well, thank you,
Senator. | appreciate you confirm ng that our
Republ i can col | eagues are not participating in
the process. W are asking -- we've asked you
fromthe very beginning to participate in the
process. | have yet to see a map be subm tted
by the Republicans. |[|'ve yet to see on our
public portal a map submtted by anyone on the

ot her side of the aisle tal king about their
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priorities.

W have recei ved one nap
subm ssion for congressional maps, and that was
from M. Cal abrese today, but we have not yet
seen any participation on -- fromthe other side
of the aisle. But | appreciate the questions,
Senator, but, again, if you are going to talk
about the process, participate in it.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Well, I'mglad you
appreciate the questions. | just wish you would
start answering the questions.

So you said that --

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  |'ve answered them You
just don't |ike ny answer.

SENATOR PLUMVER: 1'd like to finish.

You said that you're |ooking for
our priorities, and | think that that shows a
real di sconnect nmaybe between the m ndset of
sone people -- and let's say it's ny mndset. |
won't pretend to know what ot her Republicans are
t hi nki ng.

My priorities are transparency.
My priorities are fairness. M priorities are

maki ng sure that the public has a say in this
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process. M priorities are nmaking sure the

public gets to review a map before a vote. MW
priorities are making sure that the public knows
who is drawi ng the map.

My priorities aren't partisan.

My priorities aren't janm ng what | want down
anyone else's throat. M/ priorities are naking
this fair and open, and that's kind of where
there's a disconnect.

But noving on fromwho is draw ng
this map that we're tal king about, could you
share with us specifically, because |I'm
operating on the assunption there m ght be sone
overlap here -- can you share with us who drew
the state legislative maps that we voted on
previously and those other redistricting maps
that we reviewed earlier this year?

VI CE-CHAIR SI M5:  Senator Plunmer, let ne
say a couple of things. One, your statenent
falls a little hollow since we have not seen a
map fromthe other side of the aisle. [|f you
are -- if your goal was really transparency, put
a map out there. W have yet to see one from

the other side of the aisle. So that criticism

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773




© 00 N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N NN NN P B PR R R R R R
A W N PP O O 0O N O O B W NN » O

10/ 12/ 2021

Page 32
rings hollow to ne.

The -- what -- we are not here to
tal k about the legislative maps which | would --
I would rem nd the senator that those maps are
|l aw, so we are not here to tal k about those
maps. We're here to tal k about the
congressi onal maps and the subcircuit nmaps.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Well, | find it a bit
ironic being that we're the super mnority. W
don't hold -- Republicans when | say we. W
don't hold any statewi de offices. W're the
super mnority in the house. W're the super
mnority in the senate.

Your party can do whatever you
want. In fact, you did do whatever you want.
And yet, you haven't shown us a map. You didn't
show us a map until right before the vote on the
state |l egislative maps, and yet, sonehow you
feel that the voicel ess out there, whether
that's the Republicans or that's all these
nonparti san groups, we have to show you our nap,
but the map that we all know we're going to vote
on you don't have to provide us.

But the -- | guess you're the
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vice chairman of the commttee. Your answers

are oddly simlar to the chairman's answers | ast
week in terns of the process, in ternms of not
know ng who is drawing the map. | nean, if |
were you, | personally would be insulted being
the vice chairman of the commttee, and you know
so little about the process.

But | guess ny question is, we
have all of these groups appearing and providi ng
testinony. W have all these interesting
presentations with well-thought-out data with a
| ot of obviously well-researched work. |'m
sitting here coomenting. A |lot of people are
comenting, but it's just here within the
conmttee, and the commttee doesn't seemto
know who is drawi ng the map.

So is this just a dog and pony
show, or how can you ensure the public, Senator
Sins, that all of the content of these conmmttee
hearings and all of the positive coments,
negative comments, all of the data, how does
that go into the map if you don't even know who
is drawi ng the map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, again, | wll
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say that it is ironic that you would chal | enge

the fact that we have not shown you a map when
nmy friends on the other side of the aisle, you
acknow edge that you're in the super mnority,
but that does not stop you frombeing a

| egi slator. That does not stop you from

| egi sl ati ng.

And showing a map is no different
than introducing a bill, and nenbers of the
other side -- on the other side of the aisle
continue to introduce |egislation, but why have
you not -- if your goal is to participate in
this process, if your goal is to stand up for
transparency, if your goal is to show what the
map should look like that is fair and equitable,
why not present one?

Wiy not participate in the
process by putting a map, which is in our -- on
our public portal, which has been avail abl e,
whi ch has been out there fromday one since this
process has begun, why not introduce a map, put
a map out there so that the public can see how
you would do it differently? |If -- again,

| egi slating is about participating, not just
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criticizing.

SENATOR PLUMMER: It's not a criticism
It was a question, so let's just go back to the
guestion, and no need to filibuster here.

| f nobody knows who is draw ng
the map, if you as the vice chairman of the
conm ttee doesn't know who is draw ng the map,
how is the content of these comnmttees, howis
this information, the coments, the w tness
testinony, the data, howis that getting -- how
is that information being part of the process
with the map drawing if we don't know who is
drawi ng the map?
| don't care who is submtting

maps, who is not submtting maps. M question
I's, how does the inportant testinony fromthe
W t nesses get into the process if you don't know
who is drawi ng the map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Again, | find it ironic
that ny friend is telling ne howto feel.
That's ironic to ne. But here is the point.
The point is this, Senator, we have yet to see a
map fromthe other side of the aisle. W have

yet to see any neaningful participation fromthe
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other side of the aisle. Maybe it is you
setting up for a litigation strategy. | don't
know.
But what we will do is continue

to listen to groups. We will continue to take
input. We will continue to have the map that
reflects the great diversity of our state in a
fair and equitable process. |If you wish to
participate wth us, we wel cone you.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Okay. So when you take
that testinony and you take that information
that you just tal ked about you're going to
continue to do that, when you take it, how do we
know what you do with it? How does it get into
the map conversati on?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, the process
that we are going to engage in -- and | wll
wal k t hrough the upcom ng nunerous hearings that
we wi Il have throughout the state, both in
person and virtually, that nmenbers of the public
can participate, and | would hope that ny
friends on the other side of the aisle would not
just attend, but would neaningfully participate

in.
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SENATOR PLUMVER: G eat . So at the end of

all of this, how does all this information get
inprinted into a map if you don't know who is
drawing the map? All this information is

comng. That's great. You say that we're not

engaged. |'mon every one of these things, even
when they start (inaudible). |I'min every one.
| sit here. | listen. | take notes.

My question is -- you know, |

don't think we anticipate every single person to
testify is going to submt a map. They're

wel cone to, | suppose, if the portal actually
works. My question is, how does that
information go fromthe conmttee to the map if
the commttee chairman and vice-chairnman doesn't
know who is drawi ng the map?

VICE-CHAIR SI M5:  Senator, | would ask --
you just nentioned that you take these copious
notes. \Wat happens wth your notes? Were do
they go when you get done taking the notes that
you hear because we have not seen a map fromthe
ot her side of the aisle. |If you are taking
t hese notes, what happens with those notes

because they certainly aren't going into a map
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that we' ve seen

SENATOR PLUMMVER:  Yeah, | save all the
notes. | take all the commentary, and then,
when a map is presented, | conpare the map to
the notes |'ve taken fromall the witnesses to
make sure that what the public desires is in the
map.

And now, we all know that didn't
happen in the state | egislative process and sone
of these other processes because those maps
don't represent what the w tnesses want, and
that's what |'m concerned about. So now we're
on the congressional map; right? So |I'm going
to nmake sure according to ny notes that the map
that is dropped on our |ap represents what the
public wants.

You know or soneone knows - -
soneone has to know who is drawi ng the map;
right? So ny question is, how does this
i nformation get into the map?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator, we w ||
certainly look forward to you submtting those
notes into a map to this commttee because if --

that is part of the |egislative process.
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Legislating requires that both -- that you

participate in the process. W wll accept your
map subm ssions fromany platfornms in any way,
shape or form but until now, we have not --
Senator, may | finish, please?

SENATOR PLUMMER:  Yeah, sure.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  But up until now, we

have yet to see anything fromthe other side of

the aisle, and again, | don't knowif this is a
litigation strategy. | don't know what the plan
is. Al | knowis that right now we have a duty

to respond based on our responsibility. W have
a legal duty to draw maps based on the decenni al
census, which we are doing.
And again, | keep saying to ny

friends on the other side of the aisle, submt a
map. Submt your nmap to the commttee for
di scussion and inclusion in the process.

SENATOR PLUMVER: So | just heard you say
that you'll accept maps in any format and
t hrough the portal and everything else, so just
for clarification for the witnesses, because a
| ot of the witnesses in these hearings have been

simlar or the sane witnesses fromthe hearings
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we had in the spring on the state |l egislative

maps, so is the portal process different now?
Does the portal actually work
this tine unlike in the spring, so that, if
everyone takes tinme to do these maps, will they
actually be submtted because | believe that
there weren't any maps submtted through the
portal in the spring. So | just want to nake
sure the portal works now. |s that correct?
VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, |I'mglad you
asked that question because, if soneone wants to
submt testinony or map, they can email themto
us at redistrictingcommttee@enatedemil ga. gov.
Let nme say that a second tine. You can submt
testinony or maps. It can be emailed to
redistrictingconmttee@enatedemil ga. gov.
SENATOR PLUMVER: So -- that's great. So
| have two questions left | think. One of them
shoul d be pretty brief, but just so we're all on
the sanme page here, Senator Sins, you do not
know i f a map has been drawn yet, and you do not
know who is draw ng the map that wll be
submtted for the general assenbly to vote; is

that correct?
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VICE-CHAIR SIMS: | have said -- again,
Senator Plunmer, | have -- you have asked that
question nultiple tinmes. | have answered that

gquestion nultiple tines. You asked the question
| ast week of Chair Aquino. He answered the
guestion, so let's nove on to your next one.

SENATOR PLUMVER: Ckay. So real quickly,
so what was the answer then?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Let's nobve on to your
next question, Senator.

SENATOR PLUMVER: | haven't heard an
answer, so | just want to be clear. Wat is the
answer then if it's been answered so nmany tines?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Senator, |'ve answered
it previously in this neeting. W are going
around and around in circles. Please ask your
next question, Senator.

SENATOR PLUMMVER:  So, yeah, we'll just
continue to go around in circles if the
guestions aren't going to be answered.

So | guess ny next question woul d
then be a witness earlier testified that they
t hought four weeks was a reasonabl e anmount of

time to review a map between submttal and vote
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by the general assenbly. Soneone else | think

said six to nine weeks or sonething like that --
or, 60 to 90 days. |I'msorry. | have heard
regularly in other hearings fromw tnesses
across the spectrumthat they thought at | east
two weeks was reasonabl e.
Can we get a commtnent fromyou,

M. Vice-Chairman, or a commtnent from our
supermajority party that the public will have a
period of tine of at |east two weeks between
when a map i s dropped on the general assenbly
and when the general assenbly votes on it so
that there is time for public input, for public
review and for the public to share their
t houghts with everyone in the general assenbly?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator Plumer, | would
wel cone you or anyone on your side of the aisle
to submt a map to the conmttee that will give
I ndi vidual s, including the public and the
menbers of the general assenbly, the opportunity
to review themand give themtinme to clearly
eval uate them

SENATOR PLUMMER: kay. The map | asked

about is the map that's going to be voted on.
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When that map -- for the final vote, when that

map is submtted, right, after all of this
information is supposedly taken and printed in
this map, when that map that we're going to vote
on is submtted, will there be at least a

t wo- week period of tinme, as everyone has asked
for, for public review, public input and for
transparency's sake between the submttal and

t he vote?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS:  Senator Plumer, | would
wel cone you or anyone on your side of the aisle
to submt a nmap that would give the public and
the general assenbly tine to reviewit and to
eval uate it.

SENATOR PLUMMER: (Okay. Can you answer ny
guestion now, please?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Senator, |'ve answered
your question.

SENATOR PLUMVER: So how | ong bet ween
submttal of the final map and the vote wll
there be?

VICE-CHAIR SIMs:  Senator, | have answered
your question. You are welconme to submt a map

and to give us anple tinme to evaluate it.
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SENATOR PLUMVER: Wl I, | appreciate -- |

appreciate it, Senator Sinms. Thanks for your
tinme. |'mtaking your nonanswer as a big no,
but we'll have to wait and see | suppose.

| think that I would just like to
say to the witnesses in all of this and the
W t nesses that have taken tine in the past |
apol ogi ze to them for the conpl ete disdain that
the magjority party holds themin. It is
absol utely shaneful, the | ack of transparency,
the refusal to answer basic questions, the
i gnoring the input of w tnesses.

This is shocking. It's -- |
woul d frankly be enbarrassed to be sitting in
your shoes right now, Senator Sins, and refusing
to provide transparency to the people of
[111inois.

Thank you.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS:  Thank you for your
hol | ow | ast words. Thank you.

Senator McQ ure.

SENATOR McCLURE: Thank you, M. Chairman.
kay. So we don't know -- excuse

ne. W don't know when we're going to get the
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map, but | guess -- you know, | think it would

be reasonable to set sone sort of a tineline for
whonever is drafting this to give the public two
weeks at least. W don't have a conm tnent for
that today. | understand that.

| guess ny questionis, why is
there no deadline for the final map to be put
into commttee the sane way there is, for
exanpl e, when we're going to vote on a nap on
the floor in veto session because to nme | think
that, you know, no matter what a person's
position is on the map, | do think it's fair to
gi ve these groups at |least two weeks to be able
to review the map.

And you know, whether there's two
weeks or not or whether you decide to comment as
to why this was drawn there or whatever is kind
of irrelevant. | feel that the public is not --
does not feel like they are able to participate
unl ess they can conmment on the actual map, and |
don't feel that a few hours or a day before is
going to give them enough tine.

So this is a legitimte question,

M. Chairman. | nmean, why do we not give at
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| east two weeks' notice for these people to be

able to testify? And if you want to respond to
t hi ngs back and forth, you can or not. It
doesn't really matter. | just feel like they're
not going to have their say unless we listen to
themw th at | east two weeks' noti ce.

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator McClure, the
vet o session cal endar was presented to al
nmenbers of the general assenbly and the public
on May 31. So the dates for the general -- the
general assenbly's fall veto session have been
public for nonths. W are scheduled to be in
Springfield for those schedul ed days, and that
is when we will plan to -- we will plan to take
this map up.

SENATOR McCLURE: Okay. No, | get that,
but | just don't understand why you woul dn't
show a map at | east two weeks out so that people
can comment on it. Now, you may take the
comments. You may not take the comments, but
just allowing the public to conment when peopl e
have taken so nuch tine to just participate and
take tine out of their workday or whatever.

| don't think it's unreasonabl e

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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to ask for two weeks for themto get the chance

to review the maps and then have a final say,

and then we'll go on the floor. And we all know
you have a supermgjority. You guys are going to
vote, and the maps are going to be whatever you
guys want themto be anyway.

But | don't see what you're
| osing here by just allowing for nore public
di scussion. And you know sonet hi ng,

M. Chai rman, nmaybe soneone wi ||l nmake a comment
that m ght just make you say, you know
sonething, that's a valid point, and we're going
to make a few changes.

But it's just not helpful to
anybody, us included, when we don't have a map
to kind of work wwth to see where your heads are
at and what you're thinking and to give

legitimate criticisnms and feedback and

everything else. | don't see why it's an issue
to give the maps two weeks' notice. | really
don't.

And | just -- ny question is, why
can we not have a prom se that or a goal of

havi ng the maps done two weeks -- with at | east

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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two weeks' notice for the folks that are on
this -- in this hearing to review? | just don't
think it's unreasonable. | suspect you don't

think it's unreasonable either, but ny question
is why. Wiy are we not going to see these maps
at | east two weeks out?

VICE-CHAIR SIMS: Senator, | appreciate
the comment which is why throughout this hearing
and previously we have encouraged our friends on
the other side of the aisle to submt nmaps so
that we have the opportunity to understand what
t he suggestions are and what the recommendati ons
are. Yet, we have yet to see that nap.

W have yet to see any proposals
com ng fromthe other side of the aisle that
woul d denonstrate to us that they are
participating in the process or have neani ngf ul
recomendati ons for the process.

We still have three hearings |eft
of this coomittee. W are |ooking for input
frommps simlar to what M. Cal abrese
provided. If our friends on the other side of
the aisle wish to neaningfully partici pate,

pl ease do so. W continue to ask for

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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participation fromour friends on the other side

of the aisle, but we are -- we have yet to
recei ve that participation.

SENATOR McCLURE: Well, | don't want to go
back and forth with you, M. Chairman. | think
you and Senator Plummer had a good di scussion
over this, but I just -- |'mdisappointed.

You know as wel|l as | do,
M. Chairman, you guys have supernmjorities in
both houses. And | think you know as well we
are willing to work with you where we can have
bi parti san agreenent.

| was just at a groundbreaki ng
just a couple hours ago with the governor and
wi th menbers of the Denobcratic caucus on the
Rebuilding Illinois projects that we're excited
to be a part of, but the fact that in this
process you have totally shut us down and then
have this sort of phony, oh, ny goodness,
pl ease, we just can't wait to see your maps SO
we can throw themright in the dunpsters behind
the Capitol.

You want to tal k about hol | ow.

That's hollow. And we want to work with you,

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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M. Chairman. As you pointed out, there's three

nore hearings, but | think the public deserves
to get to take a | ook at these maps. Now, you
may not think that we deserve to because we're
not Denocrats, we're Republicans, but the public
deserves to see these maps at | east two weeks
before we vote on them

And the fact that they can't and
that you will not guarantee that, despite the
fact that it would not hurt you politically at
all, you can still pass whatever maps that you
guys want to. It does not change the majorities
of both houses. The fact that you guys just
won't do that for the public, for these people
that have taken the tinme to listen and be here
and present information, it makes ne sad for
t hem because they deserve better out of the
their governnent, and it's just -- it's a rea
shane.

And |I'm very di sappoi nt ed,
M. Chairman. | hope that in the next conmttee
we wll see a map fromyou all, and | hope that
you really would |ike to have us a part of the

process because we would like to be a part of

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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the process, but unfortunately, we have been

shut out just |ike our constituents and your
constituents and all these people that have
testified here in these hearings.

And it's just -- it's a real
shame. It's bad for governnent, and | hope that
we can do better at the next hearing, and | hope
that we can do better for the citizens of this
state.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

VI CE-CHAIR SIMS: Thank you, Senator.

And I will say this: W can't
shut you down when you don't participate. W
can't shut you down if you have not spoken up.
W' ve been asking for participation. W have
yet to get it. W' ve been asking for
partnership. W have yet to get it.

W will continue. This process
will continue. W will continue to ask, and we
will be anxiously waiting with bated breath for
a map fromthe Republican side of the aisle. |
don't believe we'll see it, but we'll continue
to wait for it. But to say that you' ve

participated or attenpted to participate when

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
847-236-0773
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you have not even done sonething as basic as

submt a map so that we could have a di scussi on
about, that's not participation.

So as a rem nder, if you want to
view t he 2020 census nunbers, draw a conmunity
of interest or district, please go to our
website at ilsenateredistricting.com

If you have drawn a map using

anot her mapping platformand would |like to share

it wth the commttee, please email it to
redi strictingcommttee@enatedemilga.gov. |If
you want to submt it -- and I'Il rem nd

I ndi vidual s again, if you want to submt
additional testinony or maps, please enmail them
to redistrictingcommttee@enatedemil ga. gov.
Anot her rem nder, the Senate
Redi stricting Commttee has schedul ed the
foll owi ng future heari ngs:
On Wednesday, Cctober 13 at 4:00
p.m at Elgin Community College, the Seigle
Audi toriumat Building E, 1700 Spartan Drive in
Elgin. It will be a virtual hearing, so
participants nay testify at the hearing |ocation

or participate via Zoom

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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The subject matter will be

congressi onal boundaries, current subcircuits in
WI! 1l and Kane Counties and a potential creation
of subcircuits in counties with a popul ati on of
nore than 150, 000 peopl e.

On Thursday, October 14th at
12:00 p.m at the Illinois State Capitol, Room
409, Springfield, there will be a virtual
hearing. Participants may testify at the

hearing | ocation or participate via Zoom

Again, the subject matter will be
congr essi onal boundaries and the potenti al
creation of subcircuits in counties with a
popul ati on of nore than 150, 000 peopl e.

Then, on Friday, October 15th at
Dunn- Ri chnond Econom ¢ Center, Conference Room
241, at Southern Illinois University at
Car bondal e, 1740 I nnovation Drive in Carbondal e,
there will be a virtual hearing, so participants
may testify at the hearing or participate via
Zoom

The subject matter will be

congressi onal boundaries and the potenti al

LAKE- COOK REPORTI NG, LTD.
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creation of subcircuits in counties wth

popul ati ons of nore than 150, 000 peopl e.

Seei ng no further business to
cone before the commttee, this commttee of the
Senate Redistricting Commttee stands adjourned.

Thanks everyone.

(Meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m)
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REPCORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Shari L. Szerbat, a Regi stered
Pr of essi onal Reporter doi ng business in the
State of Illinois, do hereby certify that |
reported in shorthand the proceedi ngs of said
heari ng as appears from ny stenographic notes so
t aken and transcri bed under ny direction.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto
set ny hand this 20th day of October 2021.

Sha /. Sesebat.

Shari L. Szer bat
No. 24037
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